Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.112; data-toparameter ratio = 11.5.
The title Cu II coordination polymer, {[Cu(C 7 H 10 N 6 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ]-(NO 3 ) 2 ÁH 2 O} n , was obtained by the reaction of equimolar Cu(NO 3 ) 2 Á4H 2 O and 1,3-bis(1,2,4-triazol-1-yl)propane (btp) in a water-methanol solvent. The Cu II atom is located on a centre of inversion and has an elongated octahedral coordination geometry formed by four N atoms from four symmetry-related btp ligands and two coordinated water molecules. Adjacent Cu II atoms are connected by btp ligands, generating a double-stranded chain. The nitrate anion is disordered over two positions in a 0.828 (7):0.172 (2) ratio. 
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Crystal data [Cu(C 7 Recently, rapid progress has been made on the the construction and applications of the functional metal complexes in diverse science fields (Blake et al., 1999; Evans et al., 2001; James et al., 2003; Janiak et al., 2003; Mitzi et al., 2001; Moulton et al., 2001; Papaefstathiou et al., 2003) . In this regard, 1,3-bis(1,2,4-triazol-1-yl)propane(btp), one of the most popular derivatives of 1,2,4-triazole, has received more and more attention in the fields of coordination chemistry and material science due to its multiple binding sites, flexible skeleton and intense fluorescence emission behavior (Wang et al., 2006; Yin et al., 2006; Zhu et al., 2009) . Indeed, bearing two triazolyl groups being connected by a flexible propane linker, btp ligand in the transitional metal complexes has exhibited variable bi- (Van Albada et al., 2000) , tri-and tetra-dentate (Tian et al., 2008 ) coordination modes as well as commonly observed anti-anti, anti-gauche, and gauche-gauche conformations. Thus, a variety of interesting structures ranged from the discrete binuclear, infinite one-dimensional Z-shaped, ladder-like, double-, and triple-stranded chains to two-dimensional grid-like layer, have been generated. Obviously, the structural diversity of the btp-based metal complexes depends strongly on the binding features of the metal ions and the functional ligands. Herein, to further investigate the binding behavior of the btp ligand, a double-stranded Cu II coordination chain, (I), was obtained by the reaction of Cu(NO 3 ) 2 . 4H 2 O and btp in mixed water-methanol medium.
X-ray structural analysis reveals that I consists of a one-dimensional double-stranded cationic chain and a disorder NO 3 -for charge compensation. The Cu II atom locates at special position and is in an elongated octahedral coordination geometry constructed by four triazole nitrogen atoms (N3, N3A, N6B, N6C) from four symmetry-related btp ligands in an equatorial plane and two coordinated water molecules occupying the apical positions (see Figure 1 ). The Cu-N distances are ca. 0.5 Å shorter than that of Cu-O separation due to the Jahn-Teller effect (see Table 1 ). ) binding mode to connect the adjacent Cu II atoms into an infinite double-stranded chain along the diagonal of the crystallographic ab plane (see Figure 2) . As a res- 
Pairs of neutral btp ligands adopt an exo-bidentate
